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Birse Area Community Association

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 7th December 2005 
At Birse Community Hall, 7:00 p.m.

Those present: Richard Wright, Norman Kellas, Rick Paul, Steven Lindsay, 
Michael Eke, Dan Gouch, Kathlene Wright, Iain Wright, 
Donald Silcock, Robert Dinnie, Dorothy Dinnie

Apologies:

1.  Apologies for absence
Anne Silcock, Mark White, Jackie White, Christine Wright, 
Davy Winton, Neil McConach, Jenny Eke

2. Minutes of previous AGM
The previous AGM minutes were duly accepted.

3. Chairman’s Report
This year has been relatively quiet now that things have settled down after the excitement 
of BACA’s taking over the management of the hall.
We have a Christmas party booking in a week’s time for over 20 locals, and a wedding 
reception towards the middle of next year.

The now seemingly annual event of the Birse and Ballogie Hogmanay party was its usual 
success both in enjoyment terms and financially. We again secured the services of 
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Alistair Forbes for the entertainment which seemed to go down well with the assembled 
masses, and the weather was a touch kinder than it had been the year before.

Our summer BBQ was also very well attended and went on long into the night with 
unusual games involving a bucket of coleslaw and cycling into ditches. Those who hadn’t 
fallen asleep by then will know what I mean.
We would like to thank Donald Silcock for managing the kiddies games and Neil and 
Meg McConach for not only loaning us the use of their park, but going as far as putting 
in a gate to allow safe entry without having to negotiate a barbed wire fence.

The Marr Area Partnership grant work is now complete. With the help of Neil and Stuart, 
we have a large sign at the entrance and one over the door, and we made and fitted a level 
entrance gate to the graveyard extension to enable easy access to those with mobility 
problems.

Earlier this year, SNH confirmed that Scottish Ministers have decided to formally 
designate the River Dee and its various tributaries as a ‘Special Areas of Conservation’. 
Information and maps are kept in the hall and on the Bridge notice board.

Members have attended all this year’s Birse Parish Liaison Group meetings, bringing 
together the confusing array of Associations and Community Councils in the Birse area. 
i.e. BACA, Birse and Ballogie Community Council, Ballogie Community Association, 
Finzean Community Association, Finzean Community Council, and of course Birse 
Community Trust. Main points of interest are the purchase by BCT of Slewdrum forest, 
and the extension to the graveyard which was the subject of a recent local questionnaire 
from Birse and Ballogie Community Council. The smart money is it going on the park 
over the road from the existing graveyard, but nothing is decided as yet.

After the Remembrance Service at Corsedardar last month, about 20 folks attended a 
Remembrance Service at Birse Kirk, followed by tea and biscuits in the pre-warmed hall, 
which was well received on a bitterly cold day.

Finally at the BCT trustees’ reception on Monday, members of all the various Birse 
groups were all praised for our contributions to the local community.

4. Treasurer’s Report
The treasurer was unavailable due to other commitments so the Chairman reported that 
BACA is in a healthy financial position. The biggest outlay by far is the insurance for the 
hall at around £315 and that this has been paid for the forthcoming year. Both the 
Hogmanay party and BBQ proved profitable and BACA was grateful for an input from 
the winning ‘It’s a Knock Out’ team from Birse. The account is now standing £247 
favourable. 

5.  Election of Committee Members for 2004/2005
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The current committee members were all willing to be re-elected and were proposed by 
Dorothy Dinnie and seconded by Michael Eke. 
The committee members for 2005/2006 are therefore:-

Christine Wright
Jackie White
Davy Winton
Richard Wright
Mark White
Norman Kellas
Rick Paul

6. Any Other Business
BCT Trustees Chairman Donald Silcock gave a brief explanation of the background and 
reasons for the proposed purchase of Slewdrum Forest by BCT, and thanked the 
association for its recent endorsement.

The state of the local roads, exacerbated by the logging lorries brought comment. The 
drainage is substandard and the culverts are in a poor state of repair. These roads are used 
by school buses with no seatbelts in icy conditions. Rick Paul will draft a letter and pass 
around for comments prior to it being sent to the Community Council.

The area up the private path to the west of Balfour House short avenue is being used to 
dump rubbish in the form of leaves, garden waste and some plastic. It was suggested that 
a chain or wooden structure be put in place to restrict access to keyholders only.
Rick Paul will speak to the owner, Hugh Cochran and Neil McConach who needs access 
to his grazing fields.

It was suggested that we could collect annual subs from all the BACA households to try 
to engender more enthusiasm for the organization. It was also suggested that we could 
organize a sponsored tree planting for the younger members of the community with 
February and March being the appropriate months. Rick Paul will liaise with Donald 
Silcock.

The question arose as to whether Dunnecht paid rent for their recent use of the hall for 
rent collection. Norman Kellas will investigate.

Recently, the hall was left in a poor state of cleanliness after use. It was suggested that 
either a notice be put up reminding users that the hall should be left in the same state as 
they would like to find it, or that a ‘conditions of hire’ clause added similar to Ballogie 
Hall. Rick Paul to action.

There being no further business, Rick Paul thanked all those present for making the effort 
to turn up on a cold December night and closed the meeting at 8:15 p.m.


