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Birse Area Community Association

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 13th December 2007
At Birse Community Hall, 7:30 p.m.

Those present: Richard Wright, Christine Wright, Norman Kellas, 
Davy Winton (Treasurer), Donald Silcock, Michael Eke, 
Rick Paul (Chair). 

Apologies:
1.  Apologies for absence
Anne Silcock, Mark White, Jackie White, Gareth Wright, Jane Winton, Jenni Eke, Robert 
Dinnie, Dorothy Dinnie, Karen Kellas, Anne Paul.

2. Minutes of previous AGM
The previous AGM minutes were duly accepted, having been proposed by Davy Winton 
and seconded by Richard Wright.

3. Chairman’s Report

BACA has had a comparatively quiet year in 2007. 

In April, we contacted the council re the state of the road from Oldyleiper to the South 
Deeside Road. Ralph Singleton thanked us for bringing this to his attention and 
immediately organised emergency repairs promising proper resurfacing by the end of the 
year. Last month this was duly completed and we sent a note of thanks to the council for 
their good work.

Unfortunately in November, forestry work began on the Brown Hill, and the resultant 
traffic past the Mains of Balfour has severely damaged the road again. Whilst we 
understand that this work is necessary, we are most unhappy at the way that the clear 
felling has been carried out. There is a large unsightly scar on the landscape and trees on 
the edge of the clearing have already been blown down blocking the Church Road, a 
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public right of way. We also feel that the hauliers should be responsible for the damage 
they have caused to the roads and I will be contacting B2C2 to request that this be 
addressed at their next meeting.

Hall bookings have been relatively quiet, but we have seen three bookings from St 
Ternan’s, B2C2’s AGM and a wedding, and we already have two bookings for next year

Following concerns raised by local residents about rubbish dumping and youngsters 
spinning their cars on the track up to the woods by Mains of Balfour Cottage, in July two 
committee members and Stuart McConach erected a barrier to prevent this. Richard 
Wright and Stuart are the keyholders. We are grateful to Stuart for his help  - and his 
digger.

Our BBQ was postponed from the summer due to the unavailability of the next door park, 
and was tentatively arranged for the autumn. As it turned out, it was fortunate we weren’t 
able to do June as the weather was appalling, and when it became clear that we weren’t 
going to get an Indian summer, we decided against a September date. We hope to 
re-instate this popular event next year.

After the Remembrance Service at Corsedardar last month, a further service was held at 
Birse Kirk. About 20 folks attended and were pleased to be served tea and cakes in our 
hall afterwards.

In closing, I would like to thank everyone for supporting us over the last year. I feel that 
we should maybe consult the wider community to determine what they would like from 
BACA other than that already stated above, and we will talk about this in ‘Any Other 
Business’.

4. Treasurer’s Report

The income for this year was very low, mainly due to the fact we didn’t hold our annual 
fund raising BBQ. We therefore suffered an overall deficit, and will need to divert 
monies earmarked for improvements to cover the insurance and electricity. 

5.  Election of Committee Members for 2008
The current committee members were all willing to be re-elected and were proposed by 
Michael Eke and seconded by Donald Silcock.
The committee members for 2008 are therefore:-

Christine Wright
Jackie White
Davy Winton
Richard Wright
Mark White
Norman Kellas
Rick Paul
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5. Any Other Business

1) It was suggested that hauliers should in future be made aware of bus times to 
avoid them meeting on the single track roads.

2) It was stated that there must be twenty minutes between full loads passing along a 
stretch of road. This is not being adhered to, and B2C2 should be informed.

3) It was agreed that local associations should be made aware of forestry work in 
advance of it happening. This information to be requested from B2C2.

4) Tables borrowed by Ballogie from BACA are being returned this coming 
weekend.

5) It was thought that it would be a good idea to hold a Birse Christmas Carol 
Concert in 2008, hopefully using the Kirk followed by drinks and nibbles in the 
hall afterwards. Rick will speak to ETBK.

6) It was thought that more use should be made of the Kirk, possibly a quiz night or 
similar. Rick will speak to ETBK to ascertain whether they would agree to such a 
suggestion.

7) Birse graveyard extension. It was agreed to wait and see how Finzean fare with 
plans for their own graveyard.

8) Funerals at the Kirk can result in the road being blocked by parked cars whilst the 
hall car park is empty. Rick to advise ETBK to direct cars into the hall car park to 
ensure that the road is always clear for emergency vehicles.

9) BACA was advised that BCT is considering the possibility of a major bid into the 
Community Assets Fund that may centre around Balfour Wood in 12 to 18 
months’ time. Balfour Wood is twice the size of Slewdrum at around 350 
hectares..

10) Norman will contact Dunecht to request a donation for their use of the hall, or 
failing that will bill them for their twice yearly rent collections.

11) The post and wire fence on the dyke by the grass triangle is down. BCT is the 
owner, but Rick will ask Stuart McConach if it is required at all, and then advise 
BCT.
Post meeting note. Rick spoke to Stuart on Friday. He does not need the fence and 
is happy for it to be removed completely.

12) Drainage by the triangle is a constant problem. Rick will add this to his letter to 
B2C2.

There being no further business, Rick Paul thanked all those present for their attendance 
and closed the meeting at 9:20 p.m.


