
Birse Area Community Association

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 11th December 2008
At Birse Community Hall, 7:30 p.m.

Those present: Richard Wright, Norman Kellas, Davy Winton (Treasurer), Donald 
Silcock, Robert Dinnie, Dorothy Dinnie, James Ironside, Rick Paul 
(Chair). 

Apologies:
1.  Apologies for Absence
Anne Silcock, Mark White, Jackie White, Gareth Wright, Jane Winton, Jenni Eke, Michael 
Eke, Karen Kellas, Anne Paul, Scott Duthie, Sally Duthie, Stuart McConach, Young Robert 
Dinnie.

2. Minutes of Previous AGM
The previous AGM minutes were duly accepted, having been proposed by Davy Winton and 
seconded by Donald Silcock.

3. Chairman’s Report
In February, we contacted the council re the state of the road from Oldyleiper to the South 
Deeside Road. Ralph Singleton immediately organised repairs and we sent a note of thanks to 
the council for their good work.
The road is again pot-holed as are many others after this spell of bad weather. If these are not 
repaired in the near future, I will again write to Mr Singleton requesting action.

Also in February, Eileen Bailey asked about hall usage for insurance purposes. We duly paid 
the premium in August, but are unsure as to whether we should be displaying our public 
liability certificate. I will investigate as we have not received one from BCT.

In March, B2C2 again generously supported BACA with a cash donation and hall rent in 
advance. We are very grateful for their continued backing.

Also in March, Richard Wright and I attended a Core Paths Meeting in the hall. Also present 
were Andrew Nicol, Kirsty Saluja, John Belchamber, Sarah Wright, Ian Wright and Andrew 
Walker. There was much discussion and the results were sent to Aberdeenshire Council 
identifying Glen Esk to Dinnet, Glen Esk to Aboyne, Corsedardar to the Shooting Greens, and 
Slewdrum to Potarch, but not including the Church Road, nor thankfully a proposed route 
from Birse Kirk to Aboyne via Deerhillock and Birsebeg.
Again in March we had a minor mishap when the ladies toilet pan froze and broke. We 
managed to locate a replacement and fitted it ourselves at no cost, but have learned from our 
mistake and now the cisterns and pans have antifreeze in them.



In April, after forestry work on the Brown Hill and high winds, the Church Road became 
impassable due to fallen trees. With pressure from BCT, FCS sent in a team to rectify the 
situation and we are grateful to BCT for their input.

In May, I attended BCT’s Annual general Meeting on behalf of BACA.

In June, we lobbied Birse residents re the Balfour Wood vote. I am pleased to say that we 
achieved an overall 75% response rate with a 96% vote in favour of the purchase. Well done 
one and all.

In July we held our BBQ at the hall. Meg and Stuart McConach generously allowed us to use 
their park over the road, fencing off the crops in the adjacent area. We enjoyed a hog roast 
kindly donated by Rab Paterson – many thanks -  followed by the obligatory games. Folk of 
all ages embarrassed themselves in public running, three legged races, sack races etc, 
finishing off with a games of rounders resulting in only minor damage to the barley crop, 
mostly caused by a neighbouring farmer – you know who you are!

Also in July, Hugh Cochran gave a talk on the history of Kinminity with all proceeds going to 
charity. We had about 60 folk attend and donated our hall fee to the same charity.

The post and wire fence on the dyke by the grass triangle has been removed by BACA with 
thanks to Stuart for help pulling out the strainer, and Mike Archibald for the disposal of the 
wire and posts.

In August, we had a Liaison Meeting between BCT, ETBK and BACA to mark the 5 year 
anniversary of our managing the hall. We covered a wide range of subjects and agreed that 
this meeting should become an annual event.

We unfortunately had a water leak in the attic, which brought down about a square foot of 
ceiling. We repaired the leak, but have yet to do the ceiling. 

In September, forestry work started on the lower reaches of the Brown Hill. Unfortunately, 
the weather has not been kind and the turning circle near the Mains is impassable. I have e-
mailed Hugh Cochran who has promised to speak to Irvine Ross with a view to remedial work 
when they are finished at the end of this month

The large horse chestnut tree came down in the storms. It broke a few feet above ground level, 
but luckily fell into Meg and Stuart’s park away from the hall, the Manse Cottage and 
electricity lines. It damaged the fence which Stuart kindly repaired himself, and then he cut up 
the rotten tree and disposed of it. While he was there he also took down the dead elm before it 
too suffered the same fate. Many thanks Stuart.

In November, I got a telephone call from Sarah Wright on behalf of B2C2. Apparently 
Ballogie Hall has asked B2C2 to help them financially with their modernisation. Sarah said 
that B2C2 were deferring their decision until they had spoken to us so as not to be favouring 
one association over the other, so she has asked if we have any projects at the hall that we 
would like help with. This will be discussed in AOB.

After the Remembrance Service at Corsedardar last month, a further service was held at Birse 
Kirk. About 20 folks attended and were pleased to be served tea and cakes by Dorothy Dinnie 
in our hall afterwards. Many thanks.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who have contributed their free time to 
ensure BACA had another successful year.

This concludes the Chairman’s report and I will now ask our treasurer to give his financial 
report to the meeting.



4. Treasurer’s Report
The association’s finances are stable, with the electricity (around £100 pa) and the insurance 
(around £200 p.a.) both paid for the year. We achieved a modest profit on the BBQ and were 
relieved that our insurance premium had not increased significantly. We recognise that 
without B2C2 backing, the picture would not be as rosy and we are most appreciative of their 
input.

5.  Election of Committee Members for 2009
Jackie and Mark Wright have tendered their resignation. The rest of the committee members 
were all willing to be re-elected, and Stuart McConach has agreed to stand and was voted on 
in his absence, proposed by Richard Wright and seconded by Davy Winton (Stuart was at an 
Aboyne Games Meeting so could not attend). 
The committee members for 2008 are therefore:-

Christine Wright
Stuart McConach
Davy Winton
Richard Wright
Norman Kellas
Rick Paul

6. Any Other Business
1) Davy informed the meeting that there is to be a Hogmanay party at Ballogie Village 

Hall this year.
2) Robert inquired about the graveyard extension, but no-one had any further information 

to report.
3) Norman reported that Dunecht Estates had not paid for the use of the hall for their 

twice yearly rent collection. Norman will contact Stuart Young to clarify whether they 
require a bill from BACA and if so, Rick will produce one.

4) B2C2’s offer. We discussed this and concluded that the hole in the ceiling after the 
water leak was repairable by ourselves at no cost. BACA had no projects that required 
cash, and we didn’t want to unnecessarily divert money from Ballogie, so decided to 
inform B2C2 that we would not be seeking any funding, but to thank them for 
considering us.

The last three items were raised by e-mail

5) The state of the roads – already covered
6) Traffic problems due to the single carriageway down from the Balfour Avenue to 

Oldyleiper. It was suggested that it be drawn to the attention of Aberdeenshire Council 
that passing places should be a pre-requisite to any further housing planning 
approvals. This was agreed and Rick will draft a letter for approval before sending.

7) Free access to Balfour Wood. With the wood hopefully being bought by BCT, there 
was concern that the conservation policies with relation to Capercaillie and Black 
Grouse would clash with the interests of walkers and their dogs. Fortunately, BCT 
were well represented and assured us that whilst dogs should be under close control, 
the conservation areas would be well away from normal footpaths and did not expect 
the current situation to change. They would confirm this via the Capercaillie 
Committee.

There being no further business, Rick thanked all those present for their attendance and closed 
the meeting at 8:45 p.m.


