
Birse Area Community Association

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, 
30th November 2011, 7:30 p.m. at Birse Community Hall 

Members present: Richard Wright (Chair), Norman Kellas, Rick Paul (Secretary) 

In Attendance: Jane Winton, Sergey Druhakou

Apologies: Anne Paul, Catherine Paul, David Winton, Gareth Wright, Sam Wright, 
Stuart McConnach, Michael Eke, Robert Dinnie Snr, Robert Dinnie Jnr, 
Dorothy Dinnie, 

1.  Introduction, AOB and Apologies for Absence.
The Secretary welcomed those attending and noted four items for AOB, and ten apologies.

2.   Minutes of Previous AGM.
The previous AGM minutes were accepted. The minutes were proposed by Norman Kellas              
and seconded by Richard Wright.              

3.    Matters Arising (not dealt with elsewhere).
The committee noted with regret the recent death of Christine Wright. Chris was a 

committee member for many years and her cheerful disposition even when seriously ill was an 
inspiration to us all. She will be sorely missed and the committee would like to offer their 
condolences to our chairman Richard, and children Gareth and Sam.

The committee also noted with regret the sudden death of Meg McConnach. Meg was 
always to be found at the Association’s BBQ enjoying a drink and blether with the locals, and 
cheering on the rounders teams. Our annual BBQ will not be the same without her and we offer 
our condolences to committee member Stuart and the rest of the family. 

Traffic Problems. Rick Paul has raised the issue of passing spaces with Aberdeenshire 
Council. There has been no response to date.

The Church Road has been repaired following the thinning around Balfour.
The outlook for Ballogie Community Association seems to have stabilized, but the future 

of Ballogie Hall is still in doubt.

4.    Chairman’s Report.
Balfour Forest. Thinning was completed by Tilhill on behalf of Birse Trading Company, a 

subsidiary of Birse Community Trust. The tracks have been repaired satisfactorily but work to 
construct circular walks is outstanding.

In May, B2C2 again generously supported BACA with a donation to enable us to buy a 
new fridge, the old one having failed the PAT test. We are most grateful for their continued 
backing.



In June, Rick Paul attended BCT’s Annual General Meeting on behalf of BACA.
Also in June we held our BBQ at the hall with the McConnachs again generously allowing 

us to use their adjacent park. Around 50 folk attended and devoured numerous burgers and hot 
dogs from the BBQ. Children’s games were followed by the annual rounders competition, which 
was enjoyed by all. A grand raffle completed the day culminating in the draw for the BACA 
Perpetual Prize. Many thanks to all who participated.

In August, Richard Wright and Rick Paul attended a BCT/ETBK/BACA meeting in the 
hall (minutes previously circulated). Members congratulated Richard Wright, Ellie Flather and 
Rick Paul for a collaborative effort to make a new sign for the Kirk, thanking them for their 
voluntary time and materials.

After the Remembrance Service at Corsedardar earlier this month, a further service was 
held at Birse Kirk. Over 20 people were pleased to be served tea and cakes by Dorothy Dinnie and 
Julie Nicol in our hall afterwards. Many thanks.

The graveyard extension, now solely a Council project, has been approved by 
Aberdeenshire Council Planning Department, but no further progress has been made.

The hall is still in regular use for Pilates classes, Dunecht rents, and ETBK events, and a 
current Public Liability certificate is displayed in the hall. Following a teenage party at the hall at 
which considerable damage was sustained, the committee have decided that there will be no more 
unsupervised parties.

Finally, the Chairman took the opportunity to thank all who have contributed their free 
time to ensure BACA had another successful year.

This concluded the Chairman’s report and the Treasurer was asked to give the financial report to 
the meeting.

5    Treasurer’s Report.
BACA’s finances are again stable, despite a small loss on the BBQ,  utilities and insurance are 
both up to date. We recognise B2C2’s input in helping to keep us afloat and we are most grateful 
for their support. 
The Treasurer was thanked for his report.

6.  Election of Committee Members for 2012.
The current committee members were all willing to be re-elected. New committee member Jane 
Winton was proposed by Richard Wright and seconded by Norman Kellas. The committee 
members for 2012 are therefore:-

Richard Wright (Chair)
David Winton (Treasurer)
Norman Kellas
Stuart McConnach
Jane Winton
Rick Paul (Secretary)

7    Any Other Business.
1.  Overhanging trees between Balfour drive and Boggiefern are forcing large vehicles onto 
the soft verge. RP to contact the Council to ascertain responsibility.
2.  It was queried whether European Commission Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) 
could be accessed to provide funds to promote biodiversity in Balfour Forest. RP to contact 
Robin Callander.
3.  It was confirmed that the use of power saws in Balfour Forest is not permitted on Health 
and Safety grounds.
4.  Tree sap collection was discussed. RP to contact Robin Callander.

There being no further business, Richard Wright thanked all those present for their attendance and 
closed the meeting.


