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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, 
4th December 2012, 7:30 p.m. at Birse Community Hall 

Committee Members present: Richard Wright (Chair), Norman Kellas, Jane Winton, David    
Winton, Stuart McConnach, Rick Paul (Secretary) 

In Attendance:              Michael Eke, Mick Porter, Donald Silcock.

Apologies:  Anne Paul, Catherine Paul, Anne Silcock, Gareth Wright, Sam   
Wright, Jenni Eke, Robert Dinnie Snr, Robert Dinnie Jnr, Dorothy 
Dinnie, Scott Duthie, Sally Duthie. 

1.  Introduction, AOB and Apologies for Absence.
        The Secretary welcomed those attending and noted six items for AOB, and eleven apologies.

2.   Minutes of Previous AGM. 
The previous AGM minutes were accepted as correct. The minutes were proposed by RW     
and seconded by JW.              

3.    Matters Arising (not dealt with elsewhere).
Traffic Problems. It was noted that RP had raised the issue of passing spaces with 

Aberdeenshire Council. There has been no response, and as planning permission has been 
granted for the extension to the graveyard, none is expected. ME will ask for a progress report 
on the graveyard at B2C2’s January meeting.

It was noted that B2C2 is fully functioning, but no progress has been made regarding 
Ballogie Hall.

It was noted that overhanging trees between the Balfour drive end and Boggiefern have 
been trimmed.

It was noted that FP7 funding is not appropriate for local schemes. 

4.    Chairman’s Report.
   Balfour Forest. New signs have been erected. BTCo’s project to construct circular walks is 
outstanding. Timber from windblow clearance is awaiting pickup. The boundary between 
BCT and Dunecht is indistinct. JW to take up with BTCo.
   In March, B2C2 again generously supported BACA with a donation to enable us to buy new 
taps and repair the heating controls. We are most grateful for their continued backing.
   In May, RP attended BCT’s Annual General Meeting on behalf of BACA 
   In June BACA held its BBQ at the hall with the McConnachs generously allowing us to use 
the Glebe park. Around 60 folk attended and devoured numerous burgers and hot dogs from 
the BBQ. Children’s games were followed by the annual rounders competition, which was 



enjoyed by all. A grand raffle completed a most enjoyable day. Many thanks to all who 
participated.
   In August, RW and RP attended a BCT/ETBK/BACA meeting in the hall (minutes 
previously circulated). Use of the Kirk was discussed at length, and committee members 
decided to call a separate meeting to discuss the way forward. RP to Doodle  ME, DS, RW, 
DW, SMcC for a suitable date.
   After the Remembrance Service at Corsedardar earlier last month, a further service was held 
at Birse Kirk. 28 people were pleased to be served tea and cakes by Dorothy Dinnie in our hall 
afterwards. 
   In November, RW and  JW represented BACA at a Birse Parish Liaison Meeting hosted by 
BCT and attended by local Community Council and Community Association members.
   The hall is still in regular use for pilates classes, Dunecht rents, and ETBK events, and a 
current Public Liability certificate is displayed in the hall. 
   Finally, the Chairman took the opportunity to thank all who have contributed their free time 
to ensure BACA had another successful year.

This concluded the Chairman’s report and the Treasurer was asked to give the financial report to 
the meeting.

5    Treasurer’s Report.
BACA’s finances show a modest improvement on last year’s figures, mainly due to a 
profitable BBQ.  Utilities and insurance are both up to date. We recognise B2C2’s financial 
input and we are most grateful for their support.
 The Treasurer was thanked for his report.

6.  Election of Committee Members for 2013.
The current committee members were all willing to be re-elected. They were proposed by 

ME and seconded by DS. The committee members for 2013 are therefore:-
Richard Wright (Chair)
David Winton (Treasurer)
Norman Kellas
Stuart McConnach
Jane Winton
Rick Paul (Secretary)

7    Any Other Business.
1.  NK reported that thinning is taking place all winter on the top of Birsemore Hill. Log 
lorries will exit the wood at the water tank track, head north to the South Deeside Road and 
then east to the Ballogie gates. Concern was raised as this is a school bus route. NK will 
raise with Dunecht’s forestry agents to avoid school run times.
2.  The issue of school bus provision was raised for Academy pupils. There is no safe 
walking or cycling route from Birse to Aboyne, yet pupils within three miles of the school 
must pay for a bus pass termly. This seems inequitable and ME will raise at the January 
B2C2 meeting.
3.  ME offered to inform the committee about the local Oil Co-operative, enabling 
members to benefit from a multi delivery discount.
4.  ME told the meeting that B2C2 were still trying to get local broadband speed 
improvements.
5. ME informed the meeting that B2C2 already sponsor flower tubs at Allancreich, 
Marywell and opposite St Mary’s Well, and are to place one at Oldyleiper.
6. Dismay was expressed that Birse lies within the Banchory electoral area rather than 
Aboyne to which it has much stronger ties. The meeting was informed that BCT is aware 
and is pursuing the matter. 
7. Lighting at the World Horse Welfare at Belwade Farm was discussed as it was 
considered to emit excessive light pollution to properties south of the river. 

There being no further business, RW thanked all those present for their attendance and closed the 
meeting.


