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Introduction 
 
This survey was commissioned by Birse Community Trust to record the relict trees 
and woodland along the Water of Aven, which forms the southern boundary of Birse 
parish.  It complements previous work on the other tributaries of the Water of Feugh 
that are within the Forest of Birse Commonty (MacKenzie, 2002).  
 
The Water of Aven is the longest of the Feugh tributaries within Birse parish and 
travels in a north-easterly direction from its source near Mount Battock to its 
confluence with the Water of Feugh near Little Ennochie.  This distance of some 14 
kilometers begins in peatlands at 490 m altitude and ends in low ground rough pasture 
over alluvial sands and gravels at 90 m ASL.  About a kilometer of the lower reaches 
passes through agricultural fields and rough pasture, the remainder is within areas of 
upland grassland and heath. 
 
 
Method 
Field work was carried out on the 12 and 13 June 2002.  This involved walking the 
north bank of the Water of Aven from its confluence with the Water of Feugh to the 
source near the watershed at Loch Tennet on the north-west flanks of Mount Battock.  
Six small tributaries on the north side of the Water of Aven were also investigated and 
significant areas of woodland on the south bank were noted but not surveyed in detail. 
 
The following information was collected: 
 

 all solitary trees and shrubs, scattered trees and wooded areas on the north 
bank were identified and mapped at a scale of 1 : 10,000; 

 significant areas of woodland on the south bank were marked on the maps;   
 at each site brief notes were recorded on the tree and shrub species, the 

woodland structure, including health and condition, and the extent of any 
regeneration; 

 any damage to trees by muirburn or by browsing animals were also noted; 
 photographs were taken of examples of the main woodland areas. 

 
    
Results 
The results are presented in a set of 4 maps with associated target notes describing the 
trees and woodland along the Water of Aven and its northern tributaries.  Area 
measurements of the hatched areas are given for each mapped section.  However, 
these area assessments (totalling 12 ha) include both woodland and scattered trees and 
will be an overestimate of the actual woodland canopy. 
 
Continuous woodland cover is rare along the banks of the Water of Aven.  The 
existing woodland consists of a series of linear stands, small copses and scattered 
trees and shrubs.  Birch, willow and rowan are the most common tree species but at 
two locations there are fine stands with oak, hazel and aspen.  Oak in particular is 
uncommon throughout the parish and the stands on this river, rather remote from all 
the main native woodland areas, are a unique relict of the former tree cover.  Alder is 
absent from the Aven except at its confluence with the Water of Feugh.  Scots pine is 
present at a few locations but their origin, at least in the lower reaches, may be 

 
2



associated with the plantations at Easter Clune and Cuttie’s Wood.  The best of the 
wooded fragments are largely restricted to the steeper burnsides, gorges and gullies 
along the Water of Aven.  There are also some good fragments on the tributaries of 
the southern bank but the north bank tributaries have no woodland other than some 
scattered trees on the banks of the Burn of Mannie.  Despite its name the Rowantree 
Burn contains no woodland or individual trees and there is no evidence of recent tree 
cover in the vicinity.  There has been no expansion of the existing relict woods in 
recent years although there is a good structural diversity, including young trees and a 
range of species, in the excellent stand above Easter Clune. The Fowls Heugh wood is 
also in moderate health but its remoteness and isolation render it more vulnerable to 
grazing pressure.   The changing weather patterns with milder and wetter winters 
combined with the pressures of deer in a catchment where tree cover is sparse may 
have resulted in an increase of localised erosion and soil slippage along the steep 
banks of the river.   
 
At the main woodland fragments there is the potential for some expansion by natural 
regeneration beyond the confines of the gorge areas.  Limited expansion would confer 
some stability on areas where there is erosion of the slopes and would help to 
maintain the diversity of these more valuable relicts.  The principal threat to these 
woodlands is grazing pressure, which is also the reason why there has been no 
external expansion in recent years.  The regeneration that has occurred is invariably 
within the confines of the steep and inaccessible parts of existing woodlands.  This 
has helped to maintain the diversity of these woods but has not helped them to expand 
beyond their existing boundaries.  Muirburn was not recorded near any of the 
woodland areas of the left bank of the Water of Aven although an extensive burn had 
occurred in recent years (3 –5 years ago) adjacent to the upper reaches of the river, 
between Hawksnest Burn and Rowantree Burn and next to the aptly named Burnt 
Burns. 
 
In the lower reaches of the Water of Aven, where a stock fence has been erected 
beyond both banks, there is good potential for expansion and improved diversity.  
Regeneration of the vegetation on the riverbank will assist in the stabilisation of the 
bank in areas where there are signs of collapsed turfs.   In time tree regeneration 
should also occur, as deer pressure is probably not as intense here.  Rabbits, however, 
could be a problem if numbers increase in the future. 
 
With the exception of the two areas of gorge woodland and the birchwood at 
Balblythe where diversity and structure are good, and the fenced lower reaches which 
may in time improve, all remaining fragments of woodland along the banks of the 
Water of Aven are in a tenuous state.  These relicts are all small in area, possess a 
sparse canopy and contain no or limited regeneration.  This survey recorded (on the 
left bank only) about 45 small woodland fragments (excluding solitary trees) each of 
which contained between 2 and 20 trees.  Of the total 82 compartments identified in 
this survey only 8 can be regarded as in favourable condition i.e. have a relatively 
irregular structure with more than one age class and adequate stocking density, 
contain a range of species appropriate to its type, a diverse understorey and field layer 
and a dead wood component.  
 
The presence of woodland indicator plants and the distribution of the extant woodland 
suggest that natural woodland should be present along the riverbanks between the 
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confluence at the Feugh and as far as Shaw’s Shiel, over three quarters of the entire 
length of the Water of Aven.   Conserving the surviving native trees and woodlands 
along the Aven would be valuable in its own right, while linking the many fragmented 
relicts would also make a wider contribution to restoring the riparian ecosystem.   
 
 
 
 
References 
MacKenzie, N.A. (2002)  Survey of relict burnside trees and woodlands in the Forest 

of Birse Commonty.  A report to Birse Community Trust, Finzean. 
 
 
 
 
 
Tree and shrub species 
 
The following tree and shrub species were recorded on the Water of Aven: 
 
Alder Alnus glutinosa 
Aspen Populus tremula 
Birch, Downy Betula pubescens 
Broom Sarothamnus scoparius 
Cherry, Bird Prunus padus 
Gorse Ulex europaeus 
Hazel Corylus avellana 
Holly Ilex aquifolium 
Juniper Juniperus communis  ssp. communis 
Larch Larix  spp. 
Oak, Sessile Quercus petraea 
Pine, Scots Pinus sylvestris 
Rose, Dog Rosa canina 
Rowan Sorbus aucuparia 
Willow, Goat Salix caprea 
Willow, Grey Salix cinerea 
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Key to Maps 1 - 4 
 
 
All scattered trees and wooded areas are hatched and have been allocated one or more 
target note numbers.  These numbers, 1 - 82, refer to the target notes in the following 
pages.  Except where otherwise stated all woodland is located on the left bank of the 
river (the left bank is on the left side of the river when looking downstream). 
 
Solitary trees and shrubs, which can include sapling, immature tree or mature tree, 
have been labelled as follows: 
 
B = Birch; Dr = Dog rose; H = Holly; L = Larch; P = Scots pine; W = Willow.  
 
 
 
 
Water of Aven, Finzean 
Target Notes for Maps 1 - 4 
  
MAP 1  (2.9 ha) 
There is dense woodland dominated by birch and alder along the Water of Feugh at its 
confluence with the Water of Aven.  This woodland does not continue along the 
banks of the Aven, which at the confluence is without trees on either bank.  The 
woodland on this section of the Water of Aven consists of small clumps and scattered 
trees along the banks of the present, and occasionally, former course of the river.  The 
most extensive piece of woodland is located on the right bank at Balblythe.  Along 
each bank there is a new stock fence set back from the river at variable distances and 
extending from the confluence to NO 631907.  The ground vegetation is showing 
signs of increased diversity between the fence and the river but there is very little 
evidence of tree or shrub regeneration at present.  No livestock were observed within 
this enclosed area although there is evidence of recent incursion.  
 
Where the Water of Aven passes the Wood of Easter Clune there are a few small 
clumps of Scots pine and larch adjacent to the river but most of the plantation on this 
section is set back from the banks by between 20 to 40 meters.  There are also a few 
Scots pine on the east side of the river between the plantation at Cuttie’s Wood and 
Balblythe.  The origin of these conifers is unknown but they are probably self-sown 
progeny from trees in the nearby plantations.  All other trees and shrubs along the 
banks are of genuine native origin. 
 
No recent muirburn was recorded along the banks of this section of the Water of 
Aven. 
 
1. This is the first significant stand of trees on the Water of Aven.  It is a moderately 

dense canopy of old birch (Betula pubescens) and willow (Salix caprea), 
including one large multi-stemmed grey willow (Salix cinerea), on the left bank 
of the old course of the river.  One dead tree and one fallen tree are present.  One 
small dump of old fence netting in wood.  Another dead tree (probably washed 
downstream) is lying on gravel beds between new and old course of river. Old 
bark damage is visible on some of the willows but no recent activity.  Ground 
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flora grassy but relatively diverse and is re-colonising patches of eroded bank of 
old course. No regeneration and very few young trees.   No trees are growing on 
banks of present course of river and there are several areas of undercut grassy 
banks and collapsed turf.  Rabbit holes but no rabbits observed. 

 
2. A few scattered alder and willow beyond right bank of river to the east of the new 

stock fence.  Parts of the grassy river bank have collapsed. 
 
3. A clump of about a dozen mature birch, willow and rowan just back from right 

bank of river. 
 
4. Relatively extensive woodland, dense canopy in places, on right bank of river; 

mainly birch, willow (Salix caprea and Salix cinerea) and rowan.  Mature and 
immature trees are present.  Birch and willow are scattered in south part of 
compartment.  No trees on left bank except clump at compartment 5.  

 
5. Small clump of birch and willow (Salix cinerea) between old and new course of 

river;  includes 1 small dead tree.  The river is narrow at this point and a dead tree 
has fallen across it.  Three short stumps are visible in the stream – remnants 
perhaps of past tree growth before the river altered its course.   

 
6. About a dozen scattered willow and birch plus 2 medium aged Scots pine among 

heath and broom on right bank of river.  No trees on left bank. 
 
7. Immediately upstream from the old retaining dyke at NO 635913 are about 50 

tree tubes containing recently planted Scots pine, birch and willow.  These are 
scattered on old river flats amongst grass and rush hummocks and set back from 
the river by about 10 meters.  There is a rabbit warren on the old bank with some 
signs of use.  

 
8. Scattered clumps of birch and willow plus 1 large old Scots pine, 1 medium age 

pine and 3 immature pine on the right bank of the river.  2 fallen dead pine.   
 
9. A multi-stemmed willow (Salix cinerea), a small willow bush of the same species 

and a birch sapling next to broken rock slabs embedded in riverbank. 
 
10. A part-vegetated sand and shingle flat between old and present course of river; 

contains about 25 tree shelters and recently planted birch etc. scattered amongst 
grass and rushes about 20 meters from riverbank.  Old sluice gate on stone and 
concrete pillar on right bank. 

 
11. A strip of mature birch, willow (Salix cinerea) and rowan on narrow island; 

between main course of river to east and old course that still retains some flow.  
A few scattered trees on right bank. 

 
12. A small clump of birch and multi-stemmed willow (Salix cinerea) overhanging 

bank.  New stock fence ends approximately 50 meters upstream. 
 
13. Small clumps of birch and willow on right bank, 20-30 meters beyond riverbank. 
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14. A narrow island in the river with a dense canopy of tall, mature birch, large 
multi-stemmed willow (Salix cinerea), occasional rowan and dense gorse and 
broom.  1 rowan sapling.  At the upstream end there is a large tree trunk and other 
flood debris.  The left bank of the river has extensive patches of dense gorse, 
heather on the hummocks and some bracken on the slopes.  Rabbits are common.   
No trees or regeneration are present on the left bank.  1 rowan on the right bank. 

 
15. 2 medium sized rowan, 1 immature and 1 sapling rowan among dense gorse and 

sparse bracken, bramble etc next to a small rocky waterfall.  1 young rowan 
partly debarked.  Rowan seedlings are occasional.  Scattered rowan on right bank. 

 
16. 1 medium sized rowan, 1 sapling rowan and 1 willow shrub (Salix cinerea) on 

steep bank among dense gorse and heather. 
 
17. A long linear wood of mainly rowan (all in flower) – often multi-stemmed, small 

and medium sized trees; occasional large multi-stemmed willow bush (Salix 
cinerea).  Among gorse, bracken, heather, broom and grass.  No regeneration. 

 
18. 1 medium sized rowan, 2 immature rowan, 2 sapling rowan and 1 immature birch 

among gorse and bracken.  1 fallen dead rowan.  Very open with no regeneration. 
 
19. Island in river with clumps of multi-stemmed willow (Salix cinerea), multi-

stemmed rowan and mature birch.  Occasional rowan and willow saplings.  Some 
broom and gorse.  An occasional rowan and willow on right bank. 

 
20. 5 medium sized rowan, well spaced along riverbank, among moderately dense 

bracken and occasional gorse.  No regeneration. 
 
21. 2 medium sized and 1 immature rowan on bank amongst bracken and gorse.  1 

immature Scots pine 20 meters from river. 
 
22. Scattered Scots pine regeneration (saplings, seedlings and occasional immature 

stems) on heath about 40 meters from riverbank and extending up the slope to the 
north. 

 
23. Medium sized, multi-stemmed willow (Salix cinerea) plus small clump of mature 

birch on right bank. 
 
24. Clump of immature Scots pine, 2 rowan and 3 birch on right bank of river. 
 
25. About 6 immature self-sown Scots pine on riverbank.  1 large fallen-over larch.  

Gorse and bracken.  Plantation pine about 20 meters above river. 
 
26. 1 immature birch and 2 small willow (Salix cinerea) shrubs on rocky island in 

river.  Plantation pine about 40 meters above river. 
 
27. Dense stand of close-grown medium sized Scots pine with a single line of larch 

along riverbank.  Bracken and some gorse.  A few solitary rowan and birch on 
right bank. 
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28. 3 mature larch and 2 mature birch on riverbank.  Bracken, blaeberry, grasses and 
some gorse.  Plantation pine about 25 meters beyond riverbank. 

 
 
MAP 2  (5.8 ha) 
In this section there is one excellent stand with good diversity of species, including 
oak, hazel and aspen.  Scots pine is also present at several locations.  Their origin is 
unknown although some may be self-sown progeny from Easter Clune Wood.  This 
latter plantation consists mainly of Sitka spruce in the south-west corner and many of 
these spruce are within a few meters of the riverbank.   No recent muirburn fires are 
evident on the moorland areas of the left bank of the Water of Aven, although recent 
fires have occurred some 40 meters above the right bank. 
 
29. Immature rowan on riverbank.  Several very brashed young Sitka spruce on 

ploughlines running parallel to river about 5 meters from bank.  Brashed spruce 
also present 50 meters upriver. 

 
30. 2 immature rowan, 2 immature birch, 2 immature Scots pine and 1 medium sized 

Scots pine on riverbank among bracken and heather.  No regeneration.  Young 
Sitka spruce (2-3 meters height) about 6 meters beyond river.  Occasional rowan 
and birch on right bank. 

 
31. Linear stand of birch, rowan and willow on steep bank, right side of burn;  mature 

and immature trees. 
 
32. 1 immature rowan, 1 sapling rowan and small willow (Salix cinerea) shrub with 

gorse and bracken on rocks next to river; occasional birch seedlings.  Sitka spruce 
5 meters above riverbank. 

 
33. Mature Scots pine, medium sized willow (Salix caprea), willow shrub (Salix 

cinerea), immature birch, 3 rowan saplings and 1 willow sapling on steep bank 
next to river. 

 
34. (Burn of Mannie) 2 mature rowan and 1 small, brashed holly on right bank; 1 

immature holly on left bank.  Birch seedlings occasional in Calluna-Vaccinium 
heath; bracken in gully.  1 dead standing birch. 

 
35. (Burn of Mannie) 4 mature birch, 1 immature birch, 1 mature rowan, 1 immature 

rowan and 1 sapling holly.  Bracken in gully; dense heather above banks.  No 
regeneration. 

 
36. (Burn of Mannie) 1 immature multi-stemmed rowan and 2 browsed holly 

saplings.  Occasional rowan seedlings in Calluna heath. 
 
37. (Burn of Mannie) 1 immature rowan and about 10 scattered immature and sapling 

holly in shallow gully.  Moderate bracken.  No regeneration. 
 
38. (Burn of Mannie) 1 mature birch, 10 rowan, 1 small willow bush (Salix cinerea) 

and 1 young holly scattered along sides of burn. 
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39. (Burn of Mannie) 4 immature rowan and 1 holly.  Rowan seedlings occasional in 
heath.  No other regeneration. 

 
40. A line of 10 birch (mature and immature) plus 2 immature rowan along the 

riverbank.  Occasional birch seedlings in Calluna heath and in flushed areas. 
Occasional broom.  No other regeneration. 

 
41. Tributary burn on right bank (Burn of Clashmad) with several clumps of birch, 

rowan and willow; occasional holly, including a large tree just above the right 
bank of the Aven. 

 
42. A rich and luxurious wood with numerous vascular species, ferns and bryophytes 

among the rocks between steep sided banks on both sides of the river.  Bracken is 
common in the open.  Canopy is mainly birch but there are several stands of tall 
aspen, some hazel clumps and a few sessile oak trees scattered throughout.  Other 
tree species include rowan, Scots pine, holly and willow.  The wood is also 
structurally diverse with a range of age classes from young to mature trees, 
including some large old oak and some immature oak.  There are a few saplings 
of birch, rowan, Scots pine and oak at the top of the wood.  Occasional oak 
seedlings occur at the edge of the wood and birch seedlings are very common in 
the Calluna heath in open ground at the top of the bank above the wood.   Small 
amounts of dead wood are present, including 1 fallen birch, dead branches and 
some dead aspen stems.  The most diverse part of this wood is on the left bank; 
the right bank is mainly birch, rowan and willow.  The canopy opens out when 
the riverbank loses steepness.    

 
43. This is a continuation of the previous compartment as the riverbank becomes 

steep once again.  A diverse stand of birch, rowan, willow with holly, oak, Scots 
pine and a dense stand of young aspen (over 100 stems).  Mature, immature and 
saplings of most species.  Occasional broom.  Birch and rowan seedlings are 
common among Calluna heath at edge of wood.  Aspen suckers also common.  
At the top edge of the wood there is evidence of recent bark stripping on young 
trees, especially aspen.  This wood is more diverse and more extensive on the left 
bank of the river.  

 
44. Clump of 5 birch among Calluna and sparse bracken.  No regeneration. 
 
45. Very scattered rowan, birch and occasional willow on scree slope.  All small 

immature trees.  Occasional seedlings present. 
 
46. 10 immature birch and 4 immature rowan scattered along and above riverbank 

among Calluna, Vaccinium and bracken.  No regeneration. 
 
47. Mature and immature birch, rowan and willow on moderately steep bank, right 

side of river. 
 
48. A stand of over 40 young aspen on steep bank above river.  Also 1 old oak, 1 old 

holly, 2 young holly, 3 mature birch and a few young birch.  Small aspen suckers 
are common in Calluna.  Many of the young aspen stems at the upper edge of the 
stand have been debarked. 
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49. Small clump of birch with rowan.  1 dead fallen rowan. 
 
50. Scattered trees among rock scree; 7 rowan and 1 medium sized, stunted oak with 

multiple stems. 
 
51. Scattered trees on rock scree across hillside.  Includes birch (29 immature and 

sapling stems), rowan (13 immature trees), 1 holly, 2 young Scots pine and 1 
young larch.  Occasional seedlings of birch and rowan. 

 
52. A few scattered trees on scree; 8 immature birch, 3 immature rowan and 3 

immature Scots pine.  Occasional seedlings. 
 
53. Scattered trees on rock scree; approximately a dozen immature birch and about 5 

immature Scots pine plus 1 mature pine.  No regeneration. 
 
54. Small group of immature aspen (about 25 stems), young rowan and mature birch 

on low cliffs at riverbank.  Some debarking damage on accessible aspen at upper 
edge of cliff.  No regeneration beyond cliff. 

 
55. 2 rowan (1 with multi-stems), 3 immature birch, willow (Salix cinerea) and a 

fallen young birch on steep slope at bend of river. 
 
 
MAP 3  (3 ha) 
The gorge at Fowls Heugh contains the most important woodland relict in this section 
of the Water of Aven.  There is a moderate canopy of trees on both sides of the river 
where the banks are steep or inaccessible.  Immediately the river valley opens out 
above and below the gorge section the woodland essentially disappears.  All other tree 
cover consists of small and scattered fragments or solitary trees with no regeneration 
present. 
A combination of changing weather patterns with heavy rain and flooding and the 
pressure of well-used deer trails has resulted in localised soil slippage and collapsed 
banks in some of the steeper areas.  There are no signs of recent muirburn in this area. 
 
56. 2 immature birch and 4 immature rowan scattered over rock scree on steep slope.  

No regeneration. 
 
57. Clump of mature and immature birch and rowan (about 20 trees) around waterfall 

on right bank of river.   
 
58. Small, open clump of mature birch and rowan on tributary burn of right bank. 
 
59. Clump of about 10, mainly mature, birch, 2 birch saplings and 1 rowan on 

riverbank.  No other regeneration. 
 
60. 9 rowan (1 mature, rest immature), 1 immature Scots pine and 1 immature birch 

scattered over rock scree on slope above river.  1 dead standing tree. 
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61. Scattered birch and rowan (about 20 mature trees) in Calluna on moderately steep 
slope just above right bank of river. 

 
62. 1 mature birch, 1 mature rowan and 1 rowan with numerous dead branches on 

right bank of river. 
 
63. 4 mature birch, 1 immature rowan, 3 rowan saplings and 4 small willow (Salix 

cinerea) bushes overhanging riverbank next to small waterfall.  Occasional rowan 
seedlings in Calluna. 

 
64. 1 mature rowan and 2 rowan saplings on steep grassy bank.  No regeneration. 
 
65. Clump of 4 mature and immature birch and 1 small willow (Salix cinerea) bush 

on right bank of river. 
 
66. Small clump of birch and rowan on right bank. 
 
67. 3 old birch on right bank of river. 
 
68. Scattered trees on riverbank (no trees on right bank).  Includes 2 large old birch, 6 

immature birch and 1 mature rowan.  Several trees are leaning.  Woody debris is 
present in the river.  Several eroded deer trails and some collapsed banks.  No 
regeneration. 

 
69. Waterfall and steep-sided riverbanks (both banks) with mature birch and rowan, 

some with large girths (30 cms. dbh.).  Immature trees, saplings and seedlings 
also present, especially scattered across steep Calluna-covered slopes above the 
main wood.  Seedlings are common in open ground.  There is an occasional dead 
fallen stem.  

 
70. Between the two main sections of the wood the gorge opens out slightly.  Here 

there is a very scattered and patchy canopy of immature birch and rowan on both 
sides of the river.  Seedlings are common; saplings are rare. 

 
71. Gorge section of the river with waterfalls and almost vertical slopes around the 

pools in the river.  The woodland has a moderately dense canopy over the steep 
parts and consists of a diverse range of trees and shrubs of all ages; including 
birch, rowan, aspen, broom and willow and 1 young Scots pine.  There are 
several large birch and rowan and medium-sized aspen; some dead wood is 
present.  Seedlings and saplings are common and there are small aspen suckers in 
the Calluna-covered slopes above the wood.  Very few of the aspen are 
progressing to the sapling stage and many of the accessible aspen saplings are 
brashed.   There are a few scattered birch, rowan and willow saplings in the 
Calluna above the wood. 

 
72. 5 immature and 4 sapling rowan scattered over scree and Calluna-covered slope 

above riverbank. 
 
73. Very steep bank above river with scattered rowan (2 immature and 10 saplings) 

and some aspen (8 young stems and 4 saplings).  1 aspen has been debarked.  
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Seedlings are common in the Calluna and aspen suckers are also present above 
the trees.  Very little regeneration is becoming established. 

 
74. 2 small groups of rowan (2 mature trees and 6 immature trees) next to two small 

tributary burns.  Scattered broom. 
 
75. Steep-sided section of river with patchy canopy of mature, immature and sapling 

rowan on both banks.  Some birch also present.  Approximately 6 mature, 10 
immature and 20 saplings.  Seedlings are common in the Calluna-Vaccinium 
heath.    

 
76. 7 mature and immature rowan on steep or rocky section of right bank of river.  

No trees on the less steep left. 
 
 
MAP 4  (0.3 ha) 
 
This section contains no significant areas of woodland and there are only very small 
fragments or scattered trees in the vicinity of some of the steeper sections of the river, 
especially around waterfalls.  There are no trees at the source of the Water of Aven or 
along the upper reaches.  Here, the burn flows mainly through deep peats or shallow 
peat over sands and gravels with occasional small alluvial flats of grasses and sedges.  
There are no steep sided banks or gorge sections.  Two groups of red deer, each with 
about 50 hinds and a few stags, were observed in the vicinity of the northern 
tributaries.  There is an extensive area of muirburn between Hawksnest Burn and 
Rowantree Burn and another next to the Burnt Burns (both burns are over 3 years 
old).  No trees or woodland have been affected by the muirburn. 
 
77. Approximately 13 rowan and 2 birch plus 1 dead standing rowan next to tributary 

burn of the right bank. 
 
78. 1 immature and 2 sapling rowan on steep sides of riverbank; 3 rowan on right 

bank. 
 
79. Scattered trees around waterfall and steep sides of both riverbanks. 

Approximately 5 mature, 5 immature and 10 saplings on left bank plus 1 dead 
rowan; all trees are rowan except for I large willow (Salix caprea).  Occasional 
rowan seedlings in Calluna; no regeneration.   6 rowan on right bank.   

 
80. On steep-sided right bank of the river are 4 mature, 5 immature and 5 sapling 

rowan.  Occasional seedlings in Calluna but no other regeneration. 
 
81. Steep bank with 2 mature, 3 immature and 6 saplings of rowan.  There is a 

juniper bush on a rock on the same bank.  Rowan seedlings are occasional but no 
other regeneration is present.  1 dead standing rowan.  There is some soil slip and 
localised erosion associated with deer trails. 

 
82. Among rocks on right bank of river there is 1 mature and 3 immature rowan.  

Occasional rowan seedlings occur in the Calluna.  There are no further trees 
upriver from this location. 
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