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PREFACE 
 
 

Wood ants are an important natural component of native pinewood 
ecosystems in Scotland, and significant relic populations of wood ants exist 
in Birse parish on Deeside, Aberdeenshire. 
 
Scotland's two species of native wood ant both still survive in the parish, the 
Northern or Hairy Wood Ant (Formica lugubris) and the Scottish Wood Ant 
(Formica aquilonia).   
 
Both species build characteristic domed shaped nests that can grow to a 
metre or more high above ground and up to 2 metres in diameter.  The two 
species also look very similar and can only be distinguished by closely 
examining individual ants. 
 
The presence of wood ants at a site can also often be a key indicator of 
woodland continuity, as wood ant colonies can not survive without tree cover 
and appear only able to colonise new areas over relatively short distances.   
 
This report describes the results of a survey during 2015 to record the 
number and distribution of the wood ant nests in Birse parish, and is a 
sequel to the report produced by BCT following an initial survey in 2014.1 
 
BCT is grateful to all those that have helped with its project on wood ants.2 
 
 

 
___________ 

 
 

                                                           
1  Birse Community Trust 'Wood Ant Colonies in Birse Parish' (2014) 
2  including Robin Callander. Irvine Ross, Jenni Stockan, Gus Jones, Neil MacKenzie, Rita Callander and Rod Begbie. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
BCT carried out an initial survey of the distribution of wood ant nests in Birse parish in 
2014.  The results of that survey were described in BCT's 2014 report on 'Wood Ant 
Colonies in Birse Parish', which also included additional background information about 
wood ants.3 
 
The 2014 survey recorded 41 wood ant nests. Sample ants that were examined from 26 
nests were all the Northern Wood Ant, Formica lugubris, and it was considered that the 
other nests surveyed were all the same species.  These are the most easterly surviving 
Northern Wood Ant colonies in Scotland. 
 
The distribution of these nests was of particular interest, as the nests are spread over six 
miles in a more or less straight line across the middle of the parish.  As explained in the 
2014 report, this distribution can be seen to reflect the boundary of the Bishops of 
Aberdeen's medieval hunting forest in Birse parish..   
 
During the initial 2014 survey, it was clear that additional survey work would be likely to 
find more nests at some of the locations where they had already been found, and that 
additional locations with nests might also be discovered. 
 
BCT therefore decided to carry out further survey work in 2015. This report describes the 
results of that survey including: 

-  an increase in the number of wood ant nests recorded in Birse parish from 41 to 151, 
with the likelihood that there are some more nests at some of the locations; 

-  the discovery of some wood nests that are at outlying locations compared to the 
pattern of the distribution from the 2014 survey; 

-  the discovery of colonies of the Scottish Wood Ant in the parish, making them the 
most easterly surviving colonies of Formica aquilonia in Scotland; 

-  the discovery of F.aquilonia nests that are completely covered in vegetation as 
shown on this report's cover and that have no known equivalents in the UK. 

 
The first section of this report describes the results of BCT's survey work in 2015, while the 
second section describes the distinctive vegetation covered F aquilonia nests that were 
found.  The final section comments on the conservation of the wood ant colonies that still 
survive in Birse parish. 
 
 
 
 

_______________ 
 
 
 

                                                           
3  see also, for example, 'Forests and Wood Ants in Scotland' (Forestry Commission 2007) 
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1.   WOOD ANT NESTS IN BIRSE PARISH 

 
 
1.1 Number of Nests 
 
1 Each location where wood ants were found in 2014 was revisited in 2015. At each of 

these locations, additional nests were found by searching the locations more 
thoroughly than in 2014.   

 
2 In addition, wood ant nests were discovered at three new sites in the Forest of Birse 

that are further west than the previously known wood ant locations.   
 
3 A number of other possible locations for wood ants were searched, but no nests were 

found.  However, it remains possible that there are additional locations with nests. 
 
4 As part of the survey, a GPS map reference was recorded for each nest found and its 

size classified subjectively as being either large, medium or small.  
 
5 The two Schedules at the end of the report list the individual wood ant nests found in 

2015, with their record number, nest size and Ordnance Survey grid reference.  
 
6 The table below gives the number of nests found at each location in 2014 and 2015.  
 
        2014    2015 
 
   (1) Glen Aven       1      4 
 
   (2) Finlets Burn  - east      7    14 
      - west      7    13 
 
   (3) Upper Glen Ferrick    10    67 
    Upper Finlets       3    20 
 
   (4) Finlets  ridge       -      1 
    East Bogturk       -      5 
    West Bogturk       -      4 
 
   (5) Creagandummie      1      2 
    Lamawhillis       3      8 
    Balfour Forest       3      3 
 
   (6) Newmill       6    10 
 
       Total   41  151 
 
 
1.2 Distribution of Nests 
 
7 The attached Map 1 shows the distribution of the 151 recorded wood ant nests across 

the parish and reflects that the locations in the table above fall into three geographic 
areas:  Glen Aven (1), the Forest of Birse (2,3,4) and the Birse Area (5,6). 

 
8 The numbers of recorded nests show that the main concentration of surviving wood 

ant colonies is in the Forest of Birse area, which has over 80% of the wood ant nests 
recorded in the parish.  It is also likely that a more thorough survey of the extensive 
Upper Glen Ferrick site would find additional nests that have not been recorded.  
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9 In comparison, the wood ants in Glen Aven and the Birse Area are relatively small and 
isolated relic populations.  While the 2015 survey increased the number of recorded 
nests in these areas from 14 to 27 and there may still be some more nests as noted in 
Schedule 2, the numbers of additional nests are likely to be small. 

 
10 It is the survival of the relic wood ant populations in the Aven and Birse areas either 

side of the Forest of Birse, that result in the distribution of wood ants in Birse parish 
reflecting the boundary between the Bishops of Aberdeen's medieval hunting forest in 
the south and west of the parish and the other half of the parish to the north and east 
of the boundary. 

 
1.3 Forest of Birse 
 
11 The wood ant colonies in the Forest of Birse are all associated with the Glen Ferrick 

and Finlets Native Pinewood, which is Scotland's most easterly surviving Caledonian 
Pinewood. 

 
12 Map 2 shows the distribution of wood ant nests in the Forest of Birse on an aerial 

photograph of the area.  The main concentration of nests (58% of the parish total) is in 
the core pinewood area of Upper Glen Ferrick and Upper Finlets, with the only 
separation between these two places being the drystane march dyke between Glen 
Ferrick on Finzean Estate and the Finlets in the Forest of Birse Commonty.   

 
13 There are potentially more, un-recorded wood ant nests in parts of the extensive 

Upper Glen Ferrick area, where limited time was spent surveying.  While the 
distribution of nests does not seem to link all the way round the top of the hill, it is 
considered likely that there are additional nests on the north eastern edge of the area  

 
14 The other, smaller concentration of wood ant nests in the Forest of Birse area is at the 

foot of the Finlets Burn, which also forms part of the same boundary as the march 
dyke, with the east side of the  burn being on Finzean Estate and the west side in the 
Forest of Birse Commonty. 

 
15 There are no nests on the slopes between these two main concentrations. The 

reasons that wood ants survived historically at the top and bottom of the hill are 
explained in BCT's 2014 wood ant report. 

 
16 Unexpected discoveries during the 2015 survey were the nests at three locations to 

the west of the concentrations in the main pinewood area.  The presence of a nest on 
the Finlets ridge is more readily explained than the nests in the other two locations. 

 
17 The nest on the Finlets ridge can be considered to be a colony that has migrated west 

with pine regeneration, from the area of old pinewood that was felled on the east side 
of the Finlets in the 1970s.  While only one nest was found on the ridge, ants were 
also seen further down the slope to the west as shown on the map. This indicates that 
there is at least one more nest in this location and there may be a few more.  

 
18 The origins of the colonies at the other two locations, labelled East and West Bogturk, 

are less clear.  These locations are relatively widely separated from each other and 
the other wood ant colonies, with the distances significantly larger than wood ants are 
known to colonise from an existing nest.  While these gaps were visited as part of the 
2015 survey, it is still possible that some more wood ant nests might be found in them.  
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19 At present, however, it appears that the East and West Bogturk locations are both 
small relic populations which have survived in the general vicinity of their current nests 
for a very long time.   

 
20 At the East Bogturk location, four nests are clustered under a small group of pine trees 

on the edge of the public road and it is possible that a colony has survived over time in 
this vicinity by virtue of isolated pine trees growing by the road or river. The fifth nest in 
the East Bogturk group is a relatively recent expansion from the group of roadside 
nests to the edge of the Finlets track.   

 
21 The West Bogturk nests are in part of the area burnt by a major wildfire in 2003 and 

located by some pine trees that survived the fire because of the way it developed.  Ant 
colonies can survive fires in their nests underground and the relatively large size of the 
main nest suggests that this colony was on the site before the fire.  The indications are 
that wood ants have potentially survived as a relic population on the slopes in this 
vicinity for a long time as result of there always being a few scattered pine trees.  

 
22 The relic wood ant colonies at East and West Bogturk add an extra dimension to the 

distribution of surviving wood ant colonies across the parish.  Their survival potentially 
reflects that, while the forest in the Forest of Birse had been destroyed by the end of 
the 17th century, there has always continued to be a scatter of pine trees in this part of 
the Forest.  

 
23 The distribution of the overall total of 124 wood ant nests recorded in the Forest of 

Birse area is divided between 81 on Finzean Estate and 43 in the Forest of Birse 
Commonty.  Thus, while the majority of the wood ant nests are on the Finzean side of 
the march where the pinewoods survived better historically, over a third of the nests 
that have been found are in the Commonty despite the loss of most of the woodland 
there in past centuries. 
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2.   WOOD ANT SPECIES AND DISTINCTIVE NESTS 

 
 
2.1  Wood Ant Species 
 
1 During the 2014 survey, wood ants were collected for species identification from the 

nest in the Aven and nests at the sites in the Birse area.  The only site sampled in the 
Forest of Birse was the Finlets Burn.  The results showed that all the sites were the 
Northern Wood Ant, Formica lugubris.4 

 
2 During the 2015 survey, sample ants were examined from each of the sites in the 

Forest of Birse.  The results showed that, like the colonies at the Finlets Burn, the 
colonies on the Finlets ridge and at East and West Bogturk are also F.lugubris. 

 
3 However, in the Upper Glen Ferrick / Upper Finlets area, both F.lugubris and the 

Scottish Wood Ant, Formica aquilonia, were identified, making these the most easterly 
surviving F.aquilonia colonies recorded in Scotland. 

 
4 Following the identification of the F.aquilonia, further nests were sampled to clarify the 

respective distributions of the F.aquilonia and F.lugubris nests in the area.  The 
identity of the species at each of the 26 nests sampled is shown in the Schedule of the 
individual nests in the Forest of Birse at the end of this report.5 

 
5 Map 3 shows the distribution of the wood ant nests in the Upper Glen Ferrick / Upper 

Finlets area, with the species identity of the nests where that is known. 
 
6 The pattern of the distribution shown on the map appears to focus on the Rhachatan 

area, with colonies spread around this core area in north-east, south-east, south-west 
and north-west directions.  

 
7 The map also shows how the nests that have been identified as F aquilonia are all in 

the Rhachatan area. While 19 F.aquilonia nests have been identified, it is likely that 
the unidentified nests in amongst those nests are also F.aquilonia. 

 
8 It appears that F aquilonia colonies have only survived in this area and that the wider 

distribution of nests around this F.aquilonia area are all F.lugubris colonies. 
 
9 F.aquilonia colonies are known to be generally less resilient against habitat 

disturbance than F.lugubris colonies, and it is possible that the Rhachatan area may 
have experienced less habitat disturbance in the past compared to the neighbouring 
areas in Glen Ferrick and the Commonty.   

 
2.2 Distinctive Nests at Rhachatan 
 
10 A striking feature at Rhachatan is that there are some F.aquilonia nests that are 

completely covered by vegetation and that these covered nests form a group at the 
centre of the distribution of the F.aquilonia nests. 

 

                                                           
4  Identifications by Dr Gus Jones 
5  Identifications by Dr Jenni Stockan 
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11 The main plant species growing over these nests is blaeberry, Vaccinium myrtillus. 
This is illustrated in this report's photograph of one of the covered nests, with the 
photograph taken after the deciduous blaeberry plants had shed their leaves. 

 
12 These nests were missed during the 2014 survey and initially during the 2015 survey, 

because of the need to look through the vegetation to see the active wood ant 
colonies underneath.  However, once the first one had been found due to its height 
and distinctive shape, other similar nests could be seen in the immediately 
surrounding area. 

 
13 There was surprise amongst some researchers on wood ants when BCT reported 

these 100% covered nests.  This was because of the importance attributed by 
researchers to the contribution of solar radiation on the vegetation free surface of 
wood ant nests, to the level of heat that wood ants need to maintain in their nests to 
survive and breed successfully. 

 
14 It generally recognised, for example, that if a F.lugubris nest is becoming 

progressively overgrown with vegetation, it is a sign that either the nest is being 
abandoned to move a new site nearby or the colony is dying out altogether due to 
unfavourable circumstances.  However, while F.aquilonia is recognised as a species 
to be slightly more shade tolerant than F.lugubris, the survival of thriving F.aquilonia 
colonies under completely covered nests is significantly different. 

 
15 BCT also learnt through its contact with researchers that no other completely covered 

wood ant nests have been recorded anywhere else in Scotland or the rest of the UK.  
Hence the surprise when BCT reported these nests. 

 
16 Wider contacts then reported that similar nests do occur in northern Finland and 

potentially elsewhere in northern Scandinavia, along with the more familiar bare 
surfaced nests. However, BCT and its contacts have not located any research in 
Scandinavia or elsewhere that might explain the 100% covered F.aquilonia nests.   

 
2.3 Interpretation of Rhachatan Nests 
 
17 Based on the local evidence in Birse parish, it is suggested that these nests can be 

considered to represent what might be described as 'the apex' of F.aquilonia nest 
development in very long established colonies. 

 
18  Around the group of completely covered nests in the centre of Rhachatan area, there 

are aquilonia nests that are largely or partially covered with vegetation so that there is 
only a 'window' of bare surface.  There are also aquilonia nests that have little or no 
vegetation over their surface. 

 
19 There is a clear impression from the site that there is a progression in which, as the 

nests grow over time, they are developing towards becoming completely covered with 
vegetation like the ones at the centre of the distribution.  The implication is that the 
existing completely covered nests with their apparently thriving colonies under the 
vegetation, are the oldest nests.  

 
20 The apparent lack of similar covered nests elsewhere in Scotland also suggests the 

nests in Rhachatan have been in a relatively stable environment for a particularly long 
time.  This could be considered to be the case with Rhachatan. It is reasonable to 
suppose from local woodland history that this site to the east of the march dyke with 



 10 

the Forest of Birse Commonty, has been native pinewood for centuries and possibly 
thousands of years. 

 
21 Another factor in the undisturbed nature of the site may also be the degree of natural 

protection that it has had from fires.  The site, which is at approximately 310 m, is on 
the relatively small, flat area that forms the watershed between the Burn of Garbet and 
the Finlets Burn. To the north, the site is protected from fire by the Moss of Garbet and 
to the south by the damp ground in Mackie's Howe.  There is also some protection to 
the east with the damp gully that divides the site from the slopes of the Glen Ferrick 
hill. 

 
22 More generally, the site has always been a relatively 'out of the way' place.  For 

example, while people used to walk past the site historically as they went to and from 
the Commonty from further east, the site was not in the part of the Glen Ferrick 
pinewood where there was felling for timber in the early decades of the 19th century.  
The site has also never formed part of a farm's grazing area. 

 
23 The proposition that the covered nests in Rhachatan are very old and result from a 

long lack of disturbance, might also be reflected in the fact that the similar nests in 
Finland are in the north or mainly in the north of the country, where the forests are less 
likely to be have been disturbed by timber production and other activities. 

 
24 It appears from the local aquilonia nests that once the colony develops to a certain 

stage, the colony can then afford in terms of its 'heat economy' to allow the final 
window on the surface of the nest to grow over.  It also appears from the local nests 
that the colony can then increase the height of the nest, with the blaeberry and other 
plant stems providing a physical infra-structure that supports the taller nest. 

 
25 The interpretation that an active aquilonia nest covered with vegetation can be a 

positive stage in a colony's development is significant, because it impacts on the 
debate amongst international researchers on the respective contributions of solar 
radiation and internal heat from the colony in maintaining the required heat levels in 
the nest. 

 
26 The implication is that a colony can develop in an appropriate habitat over a prolonged 

period, to the stage where the internal heat generated by the nest enables the colony 
to reduce substantially the extent to which it needs to rely on solar radiation. 

 
27 Solar radiation will still be significant over and above its influence on the ambient air 

temperature at and around the nest.  For example, the fact that blaeberry as the main 
plant on the covered nests is deciduous, means that the direct solar radiation on the 
nests will be more in the key seasons for temperature for wood ant activity of early 
spring and late autumn  

 
28 The capacity of colonies to reach a stage where they have a reduced reliance on the 

vagaries of solar radiation in the boreal forest climate zone where F aquilonia occurs, 
would seem to confer significant benefits.  The vegetation cover over the nest will also 
potentially benefit colonies by providing greater insulation of the nest and its internal 
heat during winter. 

 
29 Another apparent benefit for the colonies with nests that are largely or completely 

covered with vegetation, is significantly reduced damage to the nests by other 
animals.  The bare surfaces of the local nests without vegetation cover seem to be 
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damaged to some extent each winter by various animals and possibly heavy rain, so 
that the colony has to repair the mound each spring. The colonies with covered nests 
are not damaged and therefore economise on the need to re-build, meaning that they 
can potentially benefit from being able to spend more time foraging for food in the 
spring. 

 
30 There might also be some evolutionary benefit to the covered nests from reduced 

predation of the nest, due to the camouflage effect of the vegetation over the nest. 
This might potentially make them less conspicuous to animals that share the boreal 
forest environment and that might naturally raid the nest (for example, bears).  

 
31 The interpretation of the covered nests outlined here, views the Rhachatan nests as a 

natural stage in the development of a fully mature F.aquilonia colony in an appropriate 
habitat.  The fact that no other 100% covered nests have been recorded elsewhere in 
Scotland so far, suggests that the Rhachatan nests are not only very rare, but also of 
added significance because of the implication that it takes colonies a very long time to 
reach this stage. 

 
32 One outcome from BCT's discovery of these nests is that the researchers from the 

James Hutton Institute in Aberdeen, are planning to take some measurements in 
2016, to record the temperatures on the surface and inside of the covered nests. 
These readings will then be compared with existing data from bare surfaced nests.  

 
33 Another aspect of the covered nests that might be investigated, is the invertebrate 

species directly associated with them. As noted in BCT's 2014 report, part of the 
biodiversity value of wood ants is the relatively high number of species that may be 
associated with their nests.  It is possible that the covered nests at Rhachatan, by 
virtue of the extra habitat structure from the vegetation over them and their potential 
old age, might be being used by some other invertebrate species of interest.  
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3.   THE CONSERVATION OF WOOD ANTS IN BIRSE PARISH 

 
 
3.1 Significance of the local Wood Ant Colonies 
 
1 Scotland's history of forest loss means that both species of native wood ant have, like 

the surviving areas of native pinewoods, a scattered and fragmented distribution in the 
Highlands.  While these species and their nests are not given any direct statutory 
protection under Scotland's nature conservation legislation, both species are 
recognised as important species for nature conservation. 

 
2 The native wood ant colonies surviving in Birse parish are only a small part of that 

wider context, but might be considered of note for several reasons. For example, the 
wood ants in Birse:- 
-  are the most easterly surviving colonies of each species, and thus represent one 

edge of the eco-climatic conditions where wood ants are still found in Scotland; 
- provide a distinctive example of the way in which knowledge of local woodland 

history can be used to explain the distribution of wood ant colonies in a locality; 
- include nests of F.aquilonia that are completely covered vegetation and have no 

recorded equivalent in the rest of Scotland or elsewhere in the UK.  
 
3 The wood ant colonies in Birse parish are also a significant part of the parish's natural 

heritage as one of the characteristic native pinewood species that still survive locally. 
Another of these species is the surviving local capercaillie, which share the same main 
pinewood areas with the wood ants and which include wood ants in their diet. 

 
4 The number of nests in the two main areas for wood ants in the Glen Ferrick and 

Finlets mean that the wood ants are also playing a significant role in the forest 
ecosystem in these areas as a top predator amongst invertebrate species.  In the 
Upper Glen Ferrick / Upper Finlets area, there will be literally millions of wood ants 
based on the average number of ants per nest expected by researchers. The area of 
pinewood there being used by the wood ants is around 30 hectares, at an average 
density of approximately 3 nests / ha..6  The Finlets Burn area, where the habitat 
being used by the wood ants is about 5-6 ha, the density is around 5 nests / ha.. 

 
5 While wood ants are an important part of the parish's natural heritage, there is also a 

connection to the parish's cultural heritage through the way that the current distribution 
of wood ants reflects the boundary across the middle of the parish of the Bishops of 
Aberdeen's medieval hunting forest and the changes in woodland cover either side of 
that boundary over the centuries (as explained in BCT's 2014 wood ant report). 

 
6 There are no known historical references to wood ants in the parish, but there is a 

local place name that appears to reflect their presence.  One of the tributaries of the 
Feugh at the south end of the Forest of Birse Commonty is called the Emmerty Burn 
on the Ordinance Survey (NO 518 870), and Adam Watson also recorded that the 
slopes by the burn used to be known locally as the Braes of Emmerty.7  This name is 

                                                           
6  The density figure is very approximate. It was calculated by mapping a 50 m radius circle round each nest. This 
created a continuous distribution, apart from some very small gaps and excluding the six recorded nests in the south 
east of the site. The overall area within the continuous distribution was measured at 30 ha with 81 recorded nests and 
potential some unrecorded nests.  The Finlets Burn calculation was done on the same basis. 
7  Adam Watson 'Deeside Field' (1989); also 'BCT ''Place Names in Birse Parish' (2001) 
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understood to derive from 'emmert', which is Scots for ant.  If this is the case, while 
there are no trees beside the Emmerty Burn now, the area was wooded historically 
and it is considered that wood ants are likely to have been the only species of ant 
locally conspicuous enough to result in the name. 

 
7 Birse Community Trust for its part has an interest in conservation of local wood ant 

colonies at two levels.  BCT has a parish wide interest because one of its charitable 
objects is to promote the conservation and regeneration of native woodlands in the 
parish, including their fauna and flora.  BCT has also a direct interest as the 45 wood 
ant nests in the Forest of Birse Commonty and Balfour Forest, mean that 30% of the 
151 nests recorded in the parish are on land managed by BCT.  

 
8 BCT hopes that its work on the distribution of wood ant nests in the parish will 

contribute to their conservation in two main ways. Firstly, the results of the survey 
work provide a base line against which the distribution of nests can be monitored in 
future, to see how the wood ant populations in each locality are faring. Secondly, by 
raising local awareness of wood ants and reducing the chance of inadvertent damage 
from land use operations.  

 
3.2 Monitoring Local Wood Ant Colonies 
 
9 The impression from BCT's survey work is that the number of wood ant nests in each 

location has been increasing over recent years.  In part, this view results from the 
presence of large, medium and small nests at each location. While some 'new' nests 
might result from a colony moving its nest a short distance, there are also instances 
where it is known new nests have appeared in recent years as a clear expansion from 
an existing colony. 

 
10 The recent history of the local woodlands where wood ants are still found, suggests 

that a gradual increase in the number of wood ant nests might have been happening 
for several decades, potentially since the native pinewoods on Creagandummie and 
the east side of the Finlets were felled in the early 1970s. 

 
11 While the apparent expansion is in part due to lack of disturbance, it also appears due 

at some sites to areas of self sown pine becoming gradually more mature and 
providing an improved habitat for neighbouring wood ants to colonise. Other factors 
favouring the ants might include the milder winters locally.8  However, this change 
may have a number of influences, some of which may not benefit the ants. 

 
12 BCT's survey of current wood ant nests provides a record against which changes 

could be monitored in future.  The position with the small relic populations in the Aven 
and Birse area and at East and West Bogurk in the Forest of Birse, might be 
considered of particular interest from a conservation point of view.  Under current 
circumstances, it would appear likely that there could be further expansion in the next 
10-20 years in the areas occupied by wood ants at most of the locations.  

 
3.3 Local Awareness of Wood Ants 
 
13 BCT hopes that its reports on the current distribution of wood ant nests will reduce the 

risk of inadvertent damage to colonies from land use operations, by raising the 

                                                           
8  For example, as reflected in the fall in the average number of days snow cover annually over recent decades 
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awareness of other local land managers and land users of where the nests are located 
and of their significance as part of the locality's natural heritage. 

 
14 Some colonies could be at risk of serious damage from commercial forestry thinning 

operations with large machinery in the stands where the nests are located (Glen Aven, 
Balfour Forest) or from the use of adjoining land during thinning operations (Newmill).  

 
15 The other locations are in areas of self sown pine where no timber harvesting is 

expected.  However, in these areas there can be a risk of damage to nests as a result 
of swiping the vegetation with a tractor mounted brush cutter with the aim of improving 
the habitat for capercaillie (e.g. Upper Glen Ferrick and Upper Finlets).   

 
16 Damage by a tractor or swiping to any of the covered nests in Rhachatan would 

potentially be a serious loss, because of their special character and status.  However, 
other nests would be likely to recover fairly quickly.  An example of this is the two fairly 
large F lugubris nests on the bank that forms the verge of the public road just east of 
the Finlets Burn.  In recent years, these nests have been substantially reduced in 
height by the machinery used to cut back the roadside vegetation, and then been built 
up again by the ants. These nests have also been re-built following similar damage as 
a result of compacted snow being pushed aside from the road by snowploughs. 

 
17 While greater local awareness of wood ants can reduce the chances of inadvertent 

damage to colonies, the nature of any active management that might be carried out to 
conserve colonies and encourage their expansion is less clear.  For example, the well 
intentioned removal of naturally regenerating trees around a nest to maintain light 
levels, may have adverse consequences for the colony when all the variables affecting 
it are not understood. 

 
18 There are some relatively extensive areas of self sown pinewood in Birse parish which 

appear very suitable habitat for wood ants, but where there are no wood ants because 
of past forest loss.  This raises the possibility of an experiment to re-locate some 
colonies into one or more of these areas.  The re-location of colonies seems to have 
been done fairly extensively in some European countries, because of the value 
attributed to the role of wood ants in helping to maintain healthy forest ecosystems.  

 
19 While BCT is not considering a re-location experiment, there is some experience of 

this in Scotland.  For example, wood ant colonies are being cleared and moved to 
appropriate new locations as part of the current work to upgrade stretches of the A9 
road in Strathspey. 

 
20 At present, management to conserve the wood ant populations in Birse parish might 

be considered to involve minimising inadvertent or un-necessary damage to colonies 
and allowing the areas of pinewood where most colonies occur to develop with 
relatively limited habitat disturbance. 
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Forest of Birse Wood Ant nest Locations 10/12/2015  

   OS Map Reference 
ID Size Species X Y 
Finlets Burn East     
1 Large  357215 791012 
2 Medium  357250 791033 
3 Large  357238 791065 
4 Large  357241 791066 
5 Large  357256 791069 
6 Medium  357302 791075 
7 Medium  357325 791060 
8 Small  357349 791062 
9 Small  357383 791084 
10 Medium  357351 791156 
11 Large  357249 791106 
12 Large  357266 791057 
13a Medium  357249 791067 
13 Large  357278 791062 
Finlets Burn West     
14 Medium  357198 791066 
15 Medium  357190 791057 
16 Medium  357182 791070 
17 Large  357151 791053 
18 Large  357140 791057 
19 Medium  357127 791058 
20 Medium  357124 791059 
21 Medium  357163 791059 
22  Slave Maker Ant 357153 791083 
23 Small  357126 791053 
24 Large  357077 790976 
25 Small  357046 790953 
26 Medium  357075 791015 
27 Small  357048 791007 
Finlets Track     
28 Medium F. lugubris 355710 791103 
29 Large F. lugubris 356470 791488 
29a Ants 

observed 
 356254 791419 

Upper Finlets 1     
30 Large  356637 791767 
31 Large  356657 791737 
32 Medium  356669 791792 
33 Medium  356662 791811 
34 Small  356662 791814 
35 Medium  356664 791821 
36 Medium  356640 791815 



 

37 Medium  356636 791837 
38 Medium  356662 791852 
39 Large F. lugubris 356680 791862 
40 Small  356662 791861 
41 Large F. aquilonia 356596 792015 
42 Large  356564 792100 
43 Medium  356483 792039 
West Bogturk     
45 Medium  354548 791098 
46 Large  354403 791039 
47 Small  354372 791032 
48 Small  354346 791012 
Upper Glen Ferrick 1     
49 Large  356850 791755 
50 Large  356848 791761 
51 Large  356804 791846 
52 Small  356786 791838 
53 Medium  356770 791841 
54 Medium  356752 791842 
55 Large  356736 791844 
56 Large  356747 791851 
57 Large  356759 791908 
58 Large  356704 791879 
59 Large F. aquilonia 356668 792009 
60 Medium  356631 792072 
61 Large F. aquilonia 356612 792088 
62 Large  356593 792155 
63 Large  356576 792168 
64 Large F. aquilonia 356650 792223 
65 Large  356662 792201 
66 Large  356652 792183 
67 Small F. aquilonia 356693 792238 
68 Medium F. aquilonia 356700 792333 
69 Medium F. lugubris 356857 792384 
70 Large F. lugubris 356945 792459 
71 Large  356945 792459 
72 Small  356970 792493 
73 Large  357052 792576 
74 Small  357059 792583 
75 Medium  357067 792607 
76 Medium  357079 792622 
77 Medium  357190 792521 
78 Large  357238 792457 
79 Medium  357146 792557 
80 Large  357111 792536 
81 Large  357095 792548 
82 Medium  357086 792538 



 

83 Large  357083 792546 
84 Small  357067 792509 
85 Medium  357050 792500 
86 Large  356788 792254 
87  Slave Maker Ant ? 356798 792238 
88 Large F. aquilonia 356764 792068 
89 Large F. lugubris 356706 792118 
90 Large  356649 792127 
91 Large F. aquilonia 356652 792094 
92 Large F. aquilonia 356664 792069 
93 Large F. aquilonia 356738 792064 
94 Large F. aquilonia 356699 792034 
95 Large F. aquilonia 356728 791998 
96 Medium F. aquilonia 356773 792022 
97 Large F. aquilonia 356820 791960 
98 Large  356815 792001 
99 Large  356853 791885 
100 Large  356864 791880 
101 Large  356885 791842 
102 Large  356904 791827 
103 Large  356927 791820 
104 Large  356936 791789 
105 Large  356951 791761 
106 Medium  356996 791730 
107 Medium  357050 791731 
108 Large  357069 791768 

     
Upper Finlets 2     
109 Medium F. lugubris 356507 792279 
110 Medium F. lugubris 356456 792253 
111 Medium F. aquilonia 356430 792243 
112 Medium F. lugubris 356371 792257 
113 Large F. aquilonia 356515 792084 
114 Medium F. aquilonia 356563 791958 
     
East Bogturk     
115 Large  355656 790937 
116 Large  355641 790943 
117 Small  355628 790950 
118 Small  355611 790959 
     
Upper Glen Ferrick 2     
119 Large F. aquilonia 356625 792132 
120 Large F. aquilonia 356585 792171 
121 Large  357134 792105 
122 Large  357148 792130 
123 large  357144 792188 



 

124 Medium  357144 792188 
125 Medium  357144 792188 
126 Medium  357444 792137 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Schedule of Wood Ant Nests in Birse Parish (excluding Forest of Birse)   
9.12.15 

 
Glen Aven 
 
There is a large nest on the edge of the forest track where, coming from the north, it turns 
west. The two medium nests are within the eastern edge of the woodland, while the small 
nest is in the relatively young pine regeneration on the hillside outside the eastern edge.  
There may be one or two more nests in this area. 
 
 NO 61884 90415  large 
 NO 62079 90349  medium 
 NO 62119 90327  medium 
 NO 62127 90375  small 
 
Creagandummie 
 
These two nest are on the site of the former Creagandummie native pinewood. The first nest 
is beside the march dyke with Balfour Forest and the old pine within it. The other nest is 
lower down the slope in a small area of naturally regenerating pine and larch spreading out 
from the dyke  
 
 NO 544     944   medium 
 NO 54406 94324  large 
 
Lamawhillis 
 
These nests are in the self sown pine west of the former Creagandummie pinewood. They 
are north of the track to Carnferg and there might be some further nests going north west. 
 NO 53697 94049  large 
 NO 53564 93971  large 
 NO 53625 94016  large 
 NO 53431 93908  small 
 NO 53431 93908  medium 
 NO 53421 93899  large 
 NO 53389 93901  large 
 NO 53310 93895  large 
 
Balfour Forest 
 
The large nest is on the north side of the forest road, directly across from a forest ride that 
comes down the slopes from the old pine at the top of Creagandummie.  The medium nest is 
along the forest road to the east and the small nest on the road edge to the north west.  
 
 NO 54215 95049   small 
 NO 543     949   large 
 NO 54461 94938  medium 
 
Newmill 
 
These nests are spread through the open area of ground and scattered pine and birch that 
runs north from the Newmill / Forest of Birse track to west of the Newmill buildings.  A more 
thorough search of this area would be very likely to record some additional  nests. 
 
 NO 53618 95483  medium 
 NO 53575 95595  large 
 NO 53560 95630  large 
 NO 53612 95679 



 

 NO 53564 95780 
 NO 53619 95716 
 NO 53669 95740 
 NO 53673 95830  medium 
 NO 53750 95858  medium 
 NO 53803 96070  small 


