
 

 

North East Scotland Raptor Study Group 

Summary for Finzean, Birse, Ballogie 2019. 

 

Schedule 1 species which are monitored under licence by members of the North East Scotland Raptor Study Group:  

Osprey  No birds reported from a formerly traditional site.  

Red Kite The established Finzean pair abandoned their site early in the season. A new pair 

bred successfully at another site in Finzean, producing two young. Pairs were also 

recorded from two other sites, but no breeding records were established.  

Golden Eagle   The resident pair failed to breed.  

White-tailed Eagle  There were various local sightings of both adult and sub-adult birds over the season.  

Hen Harrier A pair failed due to nest removal, Police Scotland, RSPB and SNH wildlife crime were 

all involved in the subsequent inquiry.  

Peregrine The historic sites remain unoccupied, with sightings of individuals during the season.   

Merlin  Seven previously used sites in the Feugh and Glen Cat watershed checked, only two 

were occupied, with a single successful nest which fledged 3 young.   

Goshawk  Six local sites checked, only one occupied, with this single nest producing a 

minimum of 2 fledged young.  

After several relatively successful years 2019 was an extremely poor year for all the schedule 1 species. The 

removal of an active Hen Harrier nest and its contents, prompted a Police Scotland investigation and brings 

into question the NESRSG policy of the sharing of information relating to raptors. Likewise it was disappointing 

to see the Finzean Red Kites abandon their nest location probably due to the prolonged farm work conducted 

in the close proximity to the nest tree in February.  The disappearance of nearly all the adult pairs of Goshawks 

from previously occupied sites is also of considerable concern. The Golden Eagles failed for unknown reasons.  

The events on 2019, in particular the removal of the Hen Harrier nest in May, have seriously undermined the 

basis of trust under which NESRSG has sought to work since 2015. In other respects the response of the 

Estates to these events has been encouraging. It is hoped that the more extensive monitoring next year will 

show better occupation rates and improved breeding productivity for the raptors of Birse.  

 

  



   

   

Top: The female Hen Harrier close to her nest site in May, the nest was later removed.  

Lower left: A golden eagle carrying nesting material early in the season; the pair subsequently failed 

for unknown reasons.  

Lower right: Red Kite 8J, one of a new pair which bred for the first time in 2019 producing two 

young.  


