
 

North East Scotland Raptor Study Group 

Summary for Finzean, Birse, Ballogie 2020. 

Species monitored under licence by members of the North East Scotland Raptor Study Group (* = schedule 1, ** = schedule 
1A, *** = schedule A1). Monitoring in 2020 was limited in geographical extent due the covid restrictions.  

Red Kite** The established Finzean pair built a new nest which was abandoned early in the 

season. A second pair in the village were successful raising one young.  

Golden Eagle***   Both the male and the female of the resident pair disappeared between June 2019 

and April 2020; a very improbable event. A new pair raised a single young.  

White-tailed Eagle***  There were various local sightings of both adult and sub-adult birds over the season.  

Hen Harrier** No breeding. Bird scarers were set off during April within 300m of the previously used 

nest site.  

Peregrine* Traditional site occupied but the bird later disappeared. Bird scarers were set off 

during April within 600m of nest site.  

Merlin*  Three sites occupied. One pair disappeared after bird scarers were set off within 

600m of nest site. Two other sites were successful raising 8 young.  

Goshawk*  Three local sites checked, only one occupied, this nest producing a minimum of 2 

fledged young.  

Sparrowhawk  Three sites monitored, two successful with 5 young fledged  

Buzzard Four sites checked, all successful, minimum of 5 young fledged.  

2020 makes a new low for raptors in Birse. Both individuals of the established golden eagle breeding pair 
disappeared in the latter half of 2019 or early in 2020. This pair had been in residence since 2012 and been 
breeding for the last seven years. The female was a known bird hatched in 2010, thus 10 years old. The range is 
now occupied by two different eagles both in subadult plumage. Eagles can live for 30 years or more and the 
annual survival rate of golden eagles in the absence of persecution has been estimated at 0.95 (Whitfield & 
Fielding 2017 Analyses of the fates of satellite tracked golden eagles in Scotland). So the probability that both 
eagles have died of natural causes in the same year is vanishingly small; around ¼ of 1% (1-0.95 *1-0.95 = 
0.0025).   
 
The use of “Bird Bangers” in the Forest of Birse Commonty in April has no legitimate purpose. One was placed 
within 300m of the Hen Harrier nest site that was disclosed to the estate in 2019 and subsequently illegally 
removed. This is despite assurances that the events of 2019 were an aberration that would not be repeated. 
These bird bangers in all probability not only deterred any Hen Harriers from nesting but scared off a peregrine 
from the traditional site, and a pair of Merlin that were on site displaying and food passing.  
 
A number of goshawk ranges remain unoccupied noticeably those on certain areas of the Commonty. The long 
established red kites nesting in Finzean built a new nest but the breeding attempt failed early in the season for 
unknown reasons. This is the second consecutive failure at this site. 



 
 

    
 

 
 

Top:   Red kite with tag 8J, which raised at least one chick at a nest in Finzean village.  
Middle left:  The female goshawk from the only known nest, July 2020.  
Middle right:  A pair of adult white-tailed eagles, Forest of Birse, August 2020.  
Lower:   A young buzzard close to fledging, June 2020.  
 


