
 

 

North East Scotland Raptor Study Group 

Summary for Finzean, Birse, Ballogie 2016. 

 

Schedule 1 species which are monitored under licence by members of the North East Scotland Raptor Study Group:  

 

Osprey    Traditional site unoccupied.  

Red Kite   Two sites were occupied, one pair failed, the other pair fledged 3 young.  

Golden Eagle   Pair failed despite a clear nesting attempt, with evidence of human activity around 

the nest site.  

White-tailed Eagle  Repeated sightings of a sub-adult bird during the season  

Hen Harrier Failed to reoccupy the range used last year, and only a single sighting from early in 

the season. One of the colour-ringed young from the 2015 nest was resighted at 

Titchfield Haven NNR, Hampshire, on 20
th

 October 2015.  

Peregrine The historic sites remain unoccupied, with isolated sightings of individuals during 

the season.   

Merlin  Six sites checked, 3 were occupied, 2 successful nests with a minimum of 5 young 

fledged.  

Goshawk  Seven sites were occupied, 2 failed during incubation, 5 were successful with 11 

young fledged.  

 

2016 was a poor year in comparison to 2015, with the number of successful nests down for all species. Of 

particular concern is the repeated failure of the golden eagle at a traditional location, with evidence of human 

activity around the nest site. The failure of the hen harrier to reoccupy last year’s site is also indicative of the 

problems faced by the species. The sightings of the white tailed eagle are an indication of the species’ gradual 

spread following various reintroduction programmes dating back to the 1970’s.   

There was good cooperation with local keepers again in 2016, with particular thanks to Finzean Estate for 

rescheduling spring logging operations that would have impacted a breeding goshawk site. NESRSG are happy 

to liaise with forestry contractors with a view to minimising disturbance to breeding raptors, and around 

known raptor sites.  

  



       

Clockwise from top left: Sub-adult white tailed eagle over Ballochan in April; a newly fledged goshawk; a male 

merlin on its territory in the Feugh watershed; the Finzean red kites at tagging, the wing tags for 2016 are blue 

on both wings, with 9N, 0N and 1P being the individual identification codes.  


