
 

 

North East Scotland Raptor Study Group 

Summary for Finzean, Birse, Ballogie 2017. 

 

Schedule 1 species which are monitored under licence by members of the North East Scotland Raptor Study Group:  

Osprey  A single bird was briefly present at a traditional site but there was no subsequent 

breeding attempt.  

Red Kite Early season activity around two sites, one site was occupied by just a single bird, at 

the other a new male bird joined the resident female, and this new pairing fledged 3 

young.  

Golden Eagle   Resident pair had a successful nest, fledging one young.  

White-tailed Eagle  There was a single sighting of a satellite-tagged sub-adult bird during the season.  

Hen Harrier There were a number of sightings over the winter but suitable habitat was not 

occupied during the season and there were no known breeding attempts.  

Peregrine The historic sites remain unoccupied, with isolated sightings of individuals during 

the season.   

Merlin  Historical sites in the Feugh watershed checked, 3 were occupied, but there were no 

successful nests.   

Goshawk  Seven sites checked of which 4 were occupied, with 2 active nests producing a 

minimum of 4 fledged young.  

2017 was a poor year for most schedule 1 species; goshawk occupancy and breeding success is down for the 

second year running, and merlin is at a historic low in terms of pairs in the Feugh watershed. The failure of one 

of the two red kite ranges represents a setback for the establishment of this species. Two individual red kites 

have failed to reappear on breeding ranges since the last season, with a new tagged male “L5” replacing the 

missing “J8” of the established Finzean pair. Hen harrier, peregrine and osprey continue to remain absent from 

historically used sites in suitable and productive habitat. On a positive note the golden eagle pair were 

successful again producing one fledged young. The female of this pair was fitted with a satellite tag in 2010 

and she is now in her 7
th

 year; her travels as a juvenile and breeding success over this time (four breeding 

attempts and two successfully fledged young) are thus well documented. The sighting of a white tailed eagle, 

while welcome, is less than the prolonged activity of the sub-adult that was in the locality during 2016.   

There was good co-operation with the Finzean, Ballogie and Birse keepers again in 2017, with particular thanks 

to Finzean Estate for liaising over planned land management and forestry operations during the season.  

  



 

 

 

Top to bottom: Sub-adult Golden Eagle over Glaspits in April, Goshawk at the nest in July, and “L5” the new 

male Red Kite of the Finzean pair.   


